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Is Oil Worth More Than Blood In Nigeria?
Color of Law
By David A. Love, JD
B C Editorial Board
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Environmental devastation
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Shell and the military
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The military dictatorship holds down oil producing areas such as Ogoni by
military decrees and the threat or actual use of physical violence so that
Shell can wage its ecological war without hindrance... This cozy, if criminal,
relationship was perceived to be rudely disrupted by the non-violent struggle
of the Ogoni people under MOSOP. The allies decided to bloody the Ogoni in
order to stop their example from spreading through the oil-rich Niger Delta.

Ken Saro-Wiwa, Jr. speaks out
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It was a pretty dark time, and you felt as if the world had collapsed. We put
all pressure on the Nigerian government, and Shell was washing its hands.
It felt that no one was willing to take responsibility for the horrendous
injustice. My father was hanged for a crime he didn’t commit. The company
was complicit in my father’s execution, and they washed their hands. It
seemed like a shot in the dark. It is painful that no one wants to face up to
what they did.
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There is a lack of democracy in their country, and people are taking things
into their own hands. As people take things into their own hands, it will
create more instability, things will become more difficult. We must create a
system that is fair.

Shell responds to the allegations
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e The allegations made in the complaints against Royal Dutch/Shell concerning the
1995 executions of Ken Saro-Wiwa and his eight fellow Ogonis are false and
without merit. Shell in no way encouraged or advocated any act of violence
against them or their fellow Ogonis. We believe that the evidence will show
clearly that Shell was not responsible for these tragic events.

e The executions in 1995 of Ken Saro-Wiwa and his eight fellow Ogonis were tragic
events that were carried out by the Nigerian government in power at the time.

e Shell attempted to persuade that government to grant clemency; to our deep
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regret, that appeal — and the appeals of many others — went unheard, and we
were shocked and saddened when we heard the news.

e Shell remains committed to reconciliation, peace and return to normality in Ogoni
land.

Corporations on notice
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Click here to comment on any article
in this issue or see what others are saying in the

The BlackCommentator Readers' Corner Blog

BlackCommentator.com Editorial Board member David A. Love, JD is a journalist
and human rights advocate based in Philadelphia, and a contributor to the Progressive
Media Project, McClatchy-Tribune News Service, In These Times and Philadelphia
Independent Media Center. He contributed to the book, & + !

$ : (St. Martin's Press, 2000). Love is a former Amnesty
Internat/ona/ UK spokesperson, organized the first national police brutality conference
as a staff member with the Center for Constitutional Rights, and served as a law clerk
to two Black federal judges. He blogs at davidalove.com, Daily Kos, and Open Salon.
Click here to contact Mr. Love.
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